
Caroline Casey came to our 

school to talk to us about wa-

ter safety. Caroline gave us 

some useful tips to be safe 

around water, the beach and 

farms. Caroline gave us some 

leaflets and board games that 

she created for Youghal. Caro-

line showed us a water safety 

flag and if we tried our best 

we would earn the water safe-

ty flag. We earned it last 

week!!! Caroline told us if there 

is no ring buoy go on 

www.ringbouys.ie and they will 

replace it right away because 

if you don't your risking some-

body's life. Flags are very im-

portant because it shows the 

safety of the sea. When you 

are swimming on the beach 

stay in between the red and 

yellow flag and swim parallel 

close to the shore. Don't swim 

when there is a red flag on the 

beach. The red flag means that 

it’s not safe to swim in this 

area. Weather is very im-

portant when swimming, espe-

cially in the sea. Be sure to 

check the weather forecast 

before you go swimming. Do not 

swim if there is a current, bad 

wind, heavy rain fall or thunder 

storms. If you don't know 

where the ring buoys are don’t 

worry. There are at least 

three ring buoys near the 

beach. If you see someone in 

the water who needs help call 

112 or 999. It is important to 

be sure to only go out to swim 

at your waist level. If you 

don't know how to throw a ring 

buoy go on YouTube ASAP be-

cause you’re putting someone's 

life on the line. It is important 

to wear the right swim suit in 

the sea because if you wear a 

jumper or heavy pants it may 

weigh you down when it gets 

wet. It will become heavy and 

may be hard to keep your head 

above the water. (Continued on 

page 3) 

 

We have been very busy 

the last few weeks learn-

ing songs, doing actions 

and preparing for our 

Nativity Play “Prickly 

Hay”. Sam and The Shrew 

have a really important 

job cleaning out the 

smelly stable and making 

a soft comfortable bed 

for Baby Jesus. The 

Shepherds, The Three 

Wise Men and The Angels 

come to visit Baby Jesus 

in the stable in Bethle-

hem. We can’t wait to 

dress up in our costumes 

and perform on stage!!! 

By Senior Infants 

PRICKLY HAY BY SENIOR 

INFANTS!! 

WE EARNED OUR WATER SAFETY 

FLAG FROM CAROLINE! 
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Dear Parents/Guardians and everyone 

involved with Bunscoil Mhuire, the 

evenings are dark after 4pm and the 

mornings too are often dark. When 

its more seasonal with crisp bright 

days and cold nights we are reminded 

that Christmas is on its way! Novem-

ber suddenly came and went and now 

plans are afoot for the Christmas 

Panto and many classes are practising 

their Christmas Carols. Well done to 

the choir who sang beautifully at the 

switching on of the Christmas Lights 

here in Youghal. Many thanks to Ms. 

Mulcahy and all the teachers that 

were involved with the choir. They 

will also be singing in Tesco on Friday 

15th of December. We will also be 

collecting for Cork Simon and this is 

a tradition in our school that encour-

ages generosity and kindness for the 

less well off in our community. I 

would encourage all parents to sup-

port this appeal as you always do. 

Weather permitting all the classes 

from second class up will walk to 

mass in the Strand Church and in the 

Parish Church to celebrate the Feast 

day of the Immaculate Conception on 

this Friday the 8th of December. To-

day we received the Water Safety 

Flag from Cork County Council. There 

was great work done by the pupils in 

4th and 6th class to achieve this award 

and well done to all the teachers who 

were involved and to Mrs. Leamy who 

coordinated the project. As we are a 

seaside town and also as Youghal is at 

the mouth of the Blackwater it is 

very important that our pupils are 

very water safety aware and that 

they know how to swim safely. Con-

gratulations to all the excellent 

sportspeople we have in the school 

and who have participated in many 

sports such as golf, snooker, soccer, 

football, hurling, camóige, athletics, 

to name a few. They have also won 

many medals and trophies since Sep-

tember. Many thanks to Halina, Tim 

and Tom for all the work they do 

around the school and to Carmel who 

keeps everything ticking over from 

the office. All the Christmas Decora-

tions are up around the school and in 

the classes and the whole place is 

looking very festive. A big thank you 

to all the teachers and the SNA’s 

who work so tirelessly to help the 

boys and girls in the school. Best 

wishes to Ms. Carroll, as she gets 

ready to go on her Maternity leave, 

this Christmas. We hope she has a 

safe and a healthy pregnancy. We 

welcome Ms. Hurney back after the 

Christmas break so Ms. Harrington 

will take charge of Ms. Carroll’s class 

until the end of the year. Ms. Llewel-

lyn will be back from her Maternity 

leave on Monday 18th of December so 

I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank Ms. Landers for looking af-

ter 3rd class so well. Go raibh mile 

maith agat. We are delighted to an-

nounce that the Department of Edu-

cation and Skills has sanctioned an 

Early Intervention Class for pupils 

(aged 3-5) with an Autistic Spectrum 

Disorder. We are extremely proud of 

our Síolta Beaga Unit, which is a Jun-

ior Unit and now we can offer again 

an Early Intervention Unit for chil-

dren with ASD. Reaching out and be-

ing inclusive and welcoming to all pu-

pils is our mission statement and our 

goal at Bunscoil Mhuire. Many thanks 

to the Board of Management and the 

Parent’s Association for all the sup-

port that they give to the school. 

Please remember to be safe and to 

be seen this Christmas break. Wear 

high visibility jackets when you are 

outside and make sure you have lights 

on your bicycles as the evenings are 

very dark. On behalf of all of the 

staff here at Bunscoil Mhuire I would 

like to wish everyone a safe and a 

happy Christmas and a prosperous 

New Year for 2018! See you all again, 

please God on Monday, 8th January! 

Le gach dea-ghuí, 

Eoghan Rua Ó Néill, Príomhoide. 

is vital equipment that every pupil 

in the school will benefit from. 

Around Easter the Parents Associ-

ation hope to organize a family 

bingo night. This will be a fun night 

out and your support would be 

greatly appreciated. Date and ven-

ue will be confirmed nearer the 

time. The Fifth Class boys and 

girls have been baking lots of 

Everyone loves the attention when 

you take the time and effort to 

make Christmas cards by hand. 

Many thanks to all the pupils for 

all the effort they have put in. 

The Parents’ Association would like 

to thank all the parents and fami-

lies for purchasing these works of 

art.  We raised €1746, which was 

used to purchase more iPads. This 

treats. We have a lot of enthusias-

tic chefs in our midst, so expect 

lots of help in the kitchen over the 

holidays!! We would like to thank 

all the parents who volunteer to 

help with the cookery classes. The 

Parents’ Association would like to 

wish one and all a very happy, safe 

and peaceful Christmas. 
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I have fostered ten dogs. It 

was the best experience ev-

er. When I am older I will 

foster dogs. When I was 

nine years old I started fos-

tering. The first dog we had 

was Axel. He was a German 

Shepherd. He was left alone 

as a baby. When you foster 

dogs you have to take care 

of them. You don’t just rub 

them. You have to walk them, 

feed them and comfort 

them. A picture has been go-

ing around the internet of a 

dog. A woman is asking if an-

yone wants the dog because 

her landlord won’t let her 

have a dog in the building. 

Two days later she got a 

brand new puppy. How would 

you feel if you were that 

dog? I just think it’s horrible 

how some people treat dogs. 

It’s not fair at all. You 

should go to the Cork DAWG 

website to foster or adopt a 

dog. It really did change me 

and it could change other 

people.        

www.dogactionwelfaregroup  

 

By Anna Colman (Ms. Har-
rington’s Sixth Class) 
 

No.7, Throw the ring buoy behind the per-

son that is in trouble as if you throw it on 

front of them it will float away. No.8, Make 

sure to be supervised by a parent or guard-

ian at all times even in a paddling pool and 

bath No.9, Never swim in the dark or when 

you are hot or tired No.10, DON’T swim out 

to sea because you could get drifted off by 

a current No.11, If there is a shark or a any 

jelly fish etc avoid the water to be on the 

safe side No.12, Pay attention to signs on 

the beach to avoid getting hurt No.13, 

Avoid swimming in strange places, for ex-

ample ponds, lakes and streams  

REMEMBER IN AN EMER-

GENCY CALL 999 OR 112 

AND ASK FOR THE COAST 

GUARD.                            

By Ellie Daly & Emma Murphy Barry (Ms. 

Harrington’s Sixth Class) 

BE CAREFUL and please follow all my safe-

ty tips. There are multiple important rules 

of the sea that are vital. No.1,NO horse 

play, you could get very hurt if you start 

messing around the water. No.2, NO blow 

up toys in the water as you could drift of 

with the wind. No.3, NO diving in shallow 

areas as you could injure yourself. No.4, 

DON’T be a bully. No.5, Call 999 or 112 if 

there is an emergency and stay on the line 

don't hang up. No.6, Don’t go into the sea 

just after eating, wait at least one hour. 

character because he was real-

ly funny. All of the costumes 

were lovely and Snow White 

sang beautifully. Snow White’s 

Granny told us some really fun-

ny jokes. We laughed a lot! At 

the end of the panto we danced 

to Justin Bieber’s Despacito. 

Muddles taught us the dance 

Senior Infants, First and Sec-

ond classes went to see the 

pantomime, Snow White at Cork 

Opera House. We travelled by 

bus. Steven was our bus driver. 

We were so lucky because we 

were sitting really close to the 

stage. Snow White was so pret-

ty! Muddles was our favourite 

moves! A great 

day was had by 

all. We cannot 

wait for the 

next panto!  

By Ms. Hickey’s 

First Class  
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Q. How did it feel to be given the 

award?  

A. I didn’t expect it.  It was an hon-

our and I was shocked. 

 

Q. Where did you go to get it? 

A. I went to City West Hotel in Dub-

lin. 

 

Q. What did you get it for? 

A. I got it for corner back position 

and doing my best all year.  

 

Q. What advice do you have for young 

people in sport today?  

A. Keep trying your best and working 

hard. Don’t give up. You don’t have to 

be the most skillful as long as you work 

hard and always do your best. 

Q. What is the name of your club? 

A. Fr. O’Neill’s Camogie Club. 

 

Q. What position do you play in? 

A. I played full back number three 

but got the award for corner back 

number two.  

 

Q. How long have you been playing? 

A. I’ve been playing for eighteen 

years; since I was seven.  

 

Q. Do you play other sports? 

A. Yes, I love ladies football.  

 

Q. How often do you train? 

A. I train about five or six days a 

week. 

 

Q. Who is the sportsperson you ad-

mire most? 

A. Rena Buckley. 

 

Q. What are your goals now?  

A. I would like to play for as long as I 

can.  

 

By Maya and Caitlin (Ms. Har-
rington’s Sixth Class) 

Christmas dinner table. Lots 

of other people have nothing. 

They don’t even have some-

where nice to sleep. We need 

to collect tinned foods, pas-

ta, rice and lots of other 

food that won’t go stale. 

Someone will come and col-

lect it all and it will be given 

out to try and make a nicer 

Christmas for them.  

By Emma O’Brien (Mr. 
White’s Fifth Class) 

This year we are collecting 

food and toiletries for Simon 

again. Last year we collected 

loads. We are collecting for 

the homeless people in Cork. 

We are very lucky because 

we have nice homes, warm 

beds and lots of food on our 

we opened the parcel it was 

empty! The elf had escaped! 

We found him hiding under 

teachers desk with lots of pre-

sents for us. His name is Jin-

gles. Since he has arrived at 

school he has been very naugh-

ty. Jingles plays tricks in school 

every day. We can’t wait to see 

Christmas has arrived in Ms. 

Kennedy’s First Class! In No-

vember we all wrote to Santa 

to ask for an elf for the class-

room. We waited and waited 

and finally on Friday the 1st of 

December a parcel came! This 

parcel was a very special deliv-

ery from the North Pole. When 

what else he does over the 

next few 

weeks!  

By Ms. 
Kennedy’s 
First Class  
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A few weeks ago Fifth Class 

did Bizworld. Bizwold is an 

activity that helps kids start 

up there own businesses. A 

woman named Linda came 

down from Bank of Ireland. 

We split up into groups of 

eight and nine. Our group 

was called SPY MOM. SPY 

MOM is about parents being 

able to see what their kids 

are watching. It stops kids 

from watching bad videos. 

There were some other 

great ideas in other groups 

also like Wind  Power, a 

windmill out in the back of 

your house, Light Dredger 

was a jacket that would heat 

up to keep you warm, and 

there was some other great 

ideas too. The next day we 

met Briege Corkery, the 

Cork ladies G.A.A. star and 

we pitched our ideas to her. 

We used the iPads to make a 

presentation including a 

promotional video about our 

products. She then offered 

100 biz bucks for 32% of 

our company. We had so 

much fun doing it and we 

learned about starting up our 

business and how to work 

together as a team.  

By Emma O’Brien & Amy 
Atkinson (Mr. White’s Fifth 
Class)  

Santa arrived at 5.00 and 

turned on the Christmas lights . 

There was a colouring competi-

tion held  and the children that 

won turned on the Christmas 

lights with Santa. 

Most schools took part in the 

competition. Everyone was de-

lighted when the Christmas 

lights turned on. Santa coming 

was one of the main event. 

By Shinta and Chloe (Ms. 
Harrington’s Sixth Class) 

On November the 25th the 

lights were turned on in Yough-

al. There were lots of people 

there enjoying the festive fun. 

The choir were also  singing 

beautiful Christmas songs. Lots 

of people joined in and sang 

along with the choir. It was 

packed with people of all ages. 

the mid-fielders ran their legs off.  

Everyone helped out even the par-

ents, supporters and subs. It was 

level at three points, by that time 

the pressure came back! Three 

minutes to go we got two more 

points to set us in the lead, we 

heard the whistle blow, a very ex-

iting time for us. We went beeping 

One Saturday in September, 

Youghal U12 girls football team 

played Rockbán at home. The two 

captains were Maeve and Jess 

Kelly. We got the first point in the 

game, that took lots of pressure 

off our shoulders. The full back 

line were really strong during the 

match, the forwards fought for 

every ball that came to them and 

around the town, went back to the 

club to celebrate with chips 

By Eimear O' Regan and Lorna 
Cooper (Ms. Harrington’s Sixth 
Class) 
 

Volume 11, Issue 2 

EAST CORK COUNTY FINAL WIH EIMEAR AND LORNA! 

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS IN FIFTH CLASS! 

TURNING ON THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS!! 

Page 5 



A week ago Tara, Emilija, Jess and 

I took part in the Credit Union 

50th Anniversary Quiz. We came 

out of it with an 8 - 10inch tablet 

each plus an extra one for the 

school. At first I thought it would 

only be our school versus the oth-

er Sixth Class. Boy was I in for a 

shock! There were twenty some-

thing other teams from neighbour-

ing schools. When I saw what I 

would be up against I nearly died 

on the spot from a heart attack. 

It took a while but the quiz began. 

Each of the ten rounds had eight 

questions. Tara was the team 

scribe,writing down our answers. 

Jess was our lifeline for sports 

related questions. Emilija, with her 

kind nature, helped keep us from 

stressing out too much. I helped 

answer a lot more of the more ran-

dom questions, although everyone 

answered at least something. We 

were only shown the scoreboard 

before the final round. The ques-

tions seemed to get easier every 

round. Then we had to do another 

round since there was a tie some-

where. Then, after answering the 

SUPER easy final round, we waited 

for the judges to score us. “In 

first place, with a clear win of 64 

points....” I felt my heart rise in 

my throat. “Bun Scoil Mhuire  

Team 1”! WE WON!!! I thought I 

would have a Grand-Mal seizure at 

that exact moment. Instead I 

SHRIEKED higher than I ever 

have before. I was a hero among 

the teachers and S.N.As. 

 

By Caoimhe Kitson (Ms. Edmond’s 
Sixth Class)  

we wanted for Christmas. We also got to 

hold Santa's gigantic golden key. Making 

cookies with Mrs. Claus was lots of fun too 

but the highlight of our visit was most def-

initely meeting the beautiful fairy. We 

couldn't believe our eyes when we saw her 

fly up into the air and what a surprise we 

got when the fairy used her magic to make 

snow fall from the sky. Santa was very kind. 

He told us that we are all on the good list 

before giving us a nice present. On Monday 

the 18th December, all of our families came 

to school to watch our Christmas play 'The 

Tale of the Gingerbread Man'. We spent 

almost two months learning our songs, lines 

and actions so we were bursting with ex-

citement when the day of our play finally 

arrived. We had a full house. Everyone 

enjoyed our show and all of our visitors 

stayed for tea, scones and yummy cakes 

afterwards.   

December has been a very busy month in 

Síolta Beaga. On Friday the 8th of Decem-

ber we went on a special Christmas outing 

to Leahy's Open Farm. We couldn't wait to 

go to the farm and had been counting down 

the days on our calendar for ages. We trav-

elled to Leahy's by bus. On arriving at the 

farm, we were greeted by a jolly elf called 

Hoppy who led us to a magical forest . 

There we met Douglas the talking Christ-

mas tree and he asked us to tell him what 

for a holiday to have so much 

fun with the family. You 

could also use Sammy 

Stamps to get books for 

children in school that have 

no books. Ms. Carroll’s class 

are in charge of them. We 

give them out every Thurs-

day. Everyone should save. 

Sammy Stamps is a good way 

to save up for your children’s 

future. It is also a good way 

to keep the family healthy 

and the house healthy. You 

could also donate to people 

who doesn’t have any food, 

water or homes. With Sam-

my Stamps you could save up 

It’s a very good habit to 

have!  

By Isobel 
Board 
(Ms. Car-
roll’s 
Fourth 
Class) 
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Around Christmas time in 

Sweden, one of the biggest 

celebrations is St. Lucia's 

Day (or St. Lucy's Day) on 

December 13th. The cele-

bration comes from stories 

that were told by Monks who 

first brought Christianity to 

Sweden. St Lucia was a 

young Christian girl who was 

martyred for her faith in 

304. The most common story 

told about St Lucia is that 

she would secretly bring 

food to the persecuted 

Christians in Rome, who lived 

in hiding in the catacombs 

under the city. She would 

wear candles on her head so 

she had both her hands free 

to carry things. Lucy means 

'light' so this is a very ap-

propriate name. December 

13th was also the Winter 

Solstice, the shortest day of 

the year, in the old ‘Julian’ 

calendar and a pagan festival 

of lights in Sweden was 

turned into St. Lucia's Day. 

St. Lucia's Day is now cele-

brated by a girl dressing in a 

white dress with a red sash 

round her waist and a crown 

of candles on her head. Small 

children use electric candles 

but from about 12 years old, 

real candles are used! 

Advent and also go to special church 

services for nine days before Christ-

mas, known as a Novena. Christmas Eve 

is the most important day over Christ-

mas. Families and friends gather to-

gether for a big meal in the evening, 

eaten about 9pm or 10pm. Many people 

like to have 'asado' (barbecue) and 

chicken, turkey and pork. The Chilean 

Christmas Cake is ‘Pan de Pascua’ which 

is quite like Panettone. A popular 

Christmas drink is 'Cola de Mono' (or 

monkey's tail) which is made from cof-

fee, milk, liquor, cinnamon and sugar. 

After the meal, some people like to go 

to a church service. At midnight every-

one opens their presents! Children 

sometimes go round each others houses 

with their new toys - even in the middle 

of the night! 

In Chile, Santa is called 'Viejito Pas-

cuero' (Old Man Christmas) or some-

times 'Papa Noel' (Father Christmas). 

Christmas in Chile is very warm as it's in 

the middle of summer! 

People like to decorate their houses 

with Christmas trees and lights. Having 

Christmas lights is a fairly recent de-

velopment with more people being able 

to afford them. Sometimes neighbours 

compete to see who can have the best 

and most lights! Nativity Scenes are 

also an important decoration. They have 

little clay figures (called 'pesebre') in 

them. Many Catholics in Chile celebrate 

leave them some small presents! 

Sfantul Nicolae might also be called 

'Moş Nicolae' (Old Man Nicholas) and 

although he is celebrated in Decem-

ber, it's not part of the Christmas 

celebrations! A tradition says that if it 

snows on December 6th, Sfantul Nico-

lae has shaken his beard so that win-

ter can begin. The Christmas celebra-

tions really begin on Christmas Eve 

when the Christmas tree is decorated. 

On Christmas Eve, children go out car-

In Romania, Christmas celebrations 

last from 20th December to 7th Janu-

ary. The 20th is when people celebrate 

St. Ignatius's Day. It is traditional 

that if the family keep pigs, one is 

killed and the meat is used in dinners 

over Christmas. Sfantul Nicolae's Day 

(St Nicholas) is celebrated on the 6th 

December. On the evening of the 5th 

December children clean their shoes 

or boots and leave them by the door 

and hope that Sfantul Nicolae will 

ol singing from house to house. They 

normally dance as well. The children 

get sweets, fruit, traditional cakes 

called 'cozonaci' and sometimes money 

for singing well.  
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O’Brien’s Place 

Youghal 

Co. Cork 

BUNSCOIL FUN! 

day 23rd March 2018 at 

12 noon and will re-open 

on Monday 9th April 

2018. 

May Bank Holiday: 

School will close on 

Thursday 3rd May 2018 

at 2.45pm and will re-

open on Tuesday 8th May 

2018. 

June Bank Holiday: 

School will close on 

Thursday 31st May 2018 

Mid-Term Break: 

School will close on 

Wednesday 14nd Febru-

ary 2018 at 2.45pm and 

will re-open on Monday 

19th February 2018. 

St. Patrick’s Weekend: 

School will close on Fri-

day 16th March 2018 at 

2.45pm and will re-open 

on Tuesday 20th 2018. 

Easter Holidays: 

School will close on Fri-

at 2.45pm and will re-

open on Tuesday 5th 

June 2018. 

Phone: 024 93234 

Fax: 024 92700 

E-mail: secbsm@eircom.net 

SCHOOL CLOSURES 2017—2018 

www.bunscoilmhuirejuniorinfants.weebly.com 

THE STAFF AND 

 PUPILS OF BUNSCOIL 

MHUIRE WOULD LIKE 

TO WISH EVERYONE 

A VERY MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND A 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

www.bunscoilmhuireseniorinfants.weebly.com 


